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THE COST OF LOVING 

I have looked at my bank balance more often in recent months wondering if  I can afford this 
or that. This anxiety is made worse by news from around the world, creating a general sense of  
worry that adds up to a rather gloomy feeling I suspect many of  us share. In that sense, the 
cost of  living crisis is also a crisis of  hope and love. Both feel like luxuries at the moment, but 
without them life itself  is impoverished.  

There is a prayer that says ‘Teach us good Lord … to give and not to count the cost’. That 
sounds nice, we might say, but what does that mean when I’ve had to turn the heating off  and 
am counting every penny? The giving here is, of  course, not just financial. It refers to 
something more fundamental. When we worry about the cost of  living, it’s because we fear 
that there is not enough for our needs: that our neighbours, friends, family, and the state won’t 
or can’t give us help when we need it most. 

What this tells us is that as well as a genuine practical need, there is a real spiritual need to 
remember we are loved. When Jesus tells his friends ‘do not worry’ about what they will eat or 
wear, it isn’t because those needs aren’t there, or that they aren’t worth worrying about. It’s 
because he wants them to start from a different place. He wants them to begin from a deep-
down understanding that they are loved, and to see their need in the light of  that perspective. 

Ultimately, this is what Holy Week and Easter are about. The cross and the 
tomb show that while the cost of  living may be high, the cost of  loving is 
never too much. It is this abundance of  hope and love, which becomes the 
source of  generous practical help for each other. 

         Father Stephen, Vicar 
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WEDDINGS at ST MICHAEL’S 

WELCOME FATHER JAMES 

Father James can be contacted on: 
revjamesmarston@gmail.com 

Our new Associate Priest, Fr James Mars-
ton comes to the parish of  Barnes from 
Suffolk and before ordination he was a 
journalist. Fr James is with us full time be-
tween the parishes of  St Michael’s and St 
Mary’s in Barnes. 

St Michael’s is a beautiful church to get 
married in. Did you know that if  you live 
in the parish (or anywhere in SW13) you 
can get married here? In fact, there are 
many other connections that enable cou-
ples to marry here. 

St Michael’s has long been an inclusive 
church and welcomes same-sex couples. 
The Church of  England will soon have 
services for same-sex couples following a 
civil marriage or partnership. We rejoice 
in this step and look forward to the day 
when there is full marriage equality. 

If  you  are interested in getting married 
in church, or holding a special service to 
celebrate your relationship, or to reaffirm 
your vows on an anniversary - do get in 
touch! 
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HOLY WEEK  
& EASTER 

 

PALM SUNDAY  2nd April 
9.45am Palm Procession  
from WHL crossing with donkey! 
10am Sung Mass and Passion Reading 
Children’s Service (Vicarage Garden)  
followed by donkey rides! 
 

MONDAY-WEDNESDAY  
all at 8.00pm 
Silent Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament 
Stations of  the Cross 
Sung Compline (Night Prayer) 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY     6th April 
8.00pm Mass of  the Last Supper, washing 
of  feet, stripping of  the Altars and Watch 
until Midnight 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 7th April 
9.00am Morning Prayer with meditations 
10am Liturgy of  the Passion and  
Veneration of  the Cross 
11.15am Walk of  Witness  
departing from corner of  Castelnau/Church Road 
3.00pm Children’s Service 
followed by Hot Cross Buns 
9.00pm Tenebrae  
 
 

HOLY SATURDAY 8th April 
9.00am Morning Prayer and Litany 
 

EASTER DAY 9th April 
5.45am Dawn Vigil and First Mass of  
Easter followed by full cooked breakfast! 

8.00am Low Mass 
9.00am Morning Prayer 

10.00am Parish Mass of  Easter Day  
with blessing and giving of  Easter eggs 
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Who’s Who at St Michael’s 
Vicar: Father Stephen Stavrou vicar@stmichaelbarnes.org 
Assistant Priest: Mother Judith Roberts revjr@blueyonder.co.uk 
Associate Priest: Father James Marston revjamesmarston@gmail..com 
Churchwardens: Lizzie Hackett-and Andrew Childs wardens@stmichaelbarnes.org 
Treasurer: Jacqueline Russell Contact via Parish Office 
Stewardship Secretary: Sue Pandit sue.pandit@blueyonder.co.uk 
Parish Administrator: Sarah Payne admin@stmichaelbarnes.org 
Director of  Music: Laurence Williams music@stmichaelbarnes.org  
Children’s Leader Gemma Curran children@stmichaelbarnes.org 
Safeguarding Officer: Camilla Harries safeguarding@stmichaelbarnes.org 
Sacristans: Roger Needham, Jane Gardiner Contact via Parish Office 
Head Server: Andy Puddifoot adpuddy@yahoo.co.uk 
Centre and Hall Bookings:Julie Law 020 8878 9591 
 enquiries@stmichaelbarnes.org 

The Parish Office 

Parish Administrator: Sarah Payne 

c/o St Michael’s Vicarage, 39 Elm Bank Gardens, London SW13 0NX 

020 8876 5230 (Office) 020 8878 7589 (Vicarage)      admin@stmichaelbarnes.org 

Regular Services at St Michael’s 

Sunday 8.00am Low Mass 
 9.00am Morning Prayer 
 10.00am Sung Mass (Sunday School in term time) 
 11.30am Children’s Mass (except last Sunday of  the month) 
 6.00pm Evensong (Book of  Common Prayer) 

Wednesday 12.00pm Angelus and Mass (followed by lunch) 

Saturday 9.30am Mass (followed by coffee) 

Morning Prayer every day at 9am (except Friday) 

For enquiries about Baptism, Marriage, Confession, Funerals &c. please contact the Parish Office. 
The church is normally open every day from 8.45am until around dusk. 

 

/saintmichaelbarnes 

 

 

@stmichaelbarnes 


