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EAGER LONGING
None of us have ever known a summer like it in the UK. I
waited with eager longing for rain as I watched the plants die
in my garden because there was no way of keeping up with
the watering. Far more worrying are the difficulties for
farmers growing food, and the impact on wildlife. It was so
sad that many of the birds on Barnes Pond died from
bacteria in the water.

Sometimes, I found the intense heat quite frightening, but care for our wotld should
never be motivated by fear, but by love for everyone and everything. Fear will only
get us so far, love will take us further to where we need to be. This year St Michael’s
will be joining with people around the world in marking a season from 15t September
to 4th October called ‘Creationtide’ with a series of special events and activities to
give thanks for our world, and how this can shape the way we live

With such a drought, it’s appropriate that this year’s theme for Creationtide is ‘Living
Water’. As a community close to the river Thames we are especially aware of the role
of water in the natural world. The season ends on 4th Octobet, the feast day of Saint
Francis, patron saint of ecology, and one of the most loved of all saints. It just so
happens that this year is also the 600t anniversary of his death, and his relevance and
influence is greater than ever. Many of you will know his famous ‘Canticle of the
Creatures’ in which he calls everything in the world his ‘brother’ or ‘sister’.

By the time you read this it might well be pouring with rain again, but that should
not wash away the memory of this summer’s drought. St Paul wrote: ‘the whole
creation has been groaning together as it suffers’ (Romans 8.22), but he also says that
it “waits with eager longing’ in hope. We should not lose hope, but work even harder
to care for and protect our beautiful world, and everything in it.

Father Stephen, 7car
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A special Children's Service for those returning to

school and nursery, and those starting for the first time.

Each child will receive a small gift to be blessed in the service.

THE WAIT IS OVER!
Get the Railway Crossings app

If you’ve ever waited for a long time at
the railway crossing at White Hart Lane
youll know how frustrating it can be.

A new website and app tells you when
the barriers will be down or open -
helping you to plan your journey,
decide whether to walk over the bridge,
or just relax in the knowledge of how
long you have to wait

Scan the QR code below and save to
your device. There’s a menu to select
the crossing on Sheen Lane or the
double crossings on Vine Road.
www.barnescrossings.org

This service is offered to E = il

the community as a g1ft
S

from St Michael’s & All
Angels.

LOOKING AHEAD
Dates for the diary

Sunday 27th September - Michaelmas
10am High Mass for St Michael’s Day
6pm Sung Evensong and Benediction
both services followed by drinks receptions

Sunday 4 October - Harvest Festival
10am All Age Mass of Thanksgiving and
feast of St Francis of Assisi.

Saturday 24 October - Bonfire Party
Seasonal fun and food in the Vicarage Garden
for families. Please email Parish Offfice to attend.

Sunday 1 November - All Saints’ Day
10am High Mass

Monday 2 November - All Souls’ Day
8pm Choral Requiem Mass

Email the Parish Office with names of the de-
paﬁed 1o be prayed for in this service.

For a full list of services and events please see

the Parish Calendar leaflet online or a take a
hard copy from church.




NEW NURSERY at Saint Mzc/me/ s CHURCH HALL

We are delighted to announce that Young England Kindergartens is coming to
Barnes. In January 2027, Saint Michael’s Church Hall doors will open once again
to children aged 2-5!.Young England will undertake internal refurbishment
works during the Autumn

With decades of experience, this family-run nursery school specialises in a
nurturing environment where children learn through creativity, exploration and
play.

The Young England Kindergarten, Barnes looks forward to being an active part
of our wonderful local community and to welcoming your little ones into theirs.

To find out more and register your interest
scan the QR code or visit:
barnes.youngenglandkindergarten.co.uk/

Led by Owen Elsley
irector of Music at St

CHILDREN'S
CHOI

Register or enquire: admin@stmichaelbarnes.org



WHO’S WHO AT SAINT MICHAEL’S

Vicar: Father Stephen Stavrou vicar@stmichaelbarnes.org
Assistant Priest: Mother Judith Roberts revjr@blueyonder.co.uk
Wardens: Jan Black, Rhodri Walters churchwardens@stmichaelbarnes.org
Stewardship Secretary: Sue Pandit sue.pandit@blueyonder.co.uk
Director of Music: Owen Elsley music@stmichaelbarnes.org
Children’s Leader: Gemma Curran children(@stmichaelbarnes.org
Community Centre: Fi Mooring enquiries@stmichaelbarnes.org
Inclusion Champion: Asha Pandit contact via Parish Office

Creation Care Lead: Helen Hewitt contact via Parish Office
Sacristans:Roger Needham, Jane Gardiner contact via Parish Office

Head Server: Andy Puddifoot contact via Parish Office
Treasurer: Jacqueline Russell contact via Parish Office

Pastoral Care: Andy Puddifoot, Pat Reed-Boswell, Charlie Law
contact via Parish Office
Safeguarding: Holly Pelham, Victoria Thompson
safeguarding@stmichaelbarnes.org

The Parish Office
c/o St Michael’s Vicarage, 39 Elm Bank Gardens, London SW13 ONX
020 8876 5230 (Office) admin@stmichaelbatnes.org

REGULAR SERVICES AT SAINT MICHAEL’S

Sunday 8.00am Low Mass
9.00am Morning Prayer
10.00am Sung Mass - A/ Age nsunally last Sunday of the month
11.30am Children’s Mass except last Sunday of the month and in August.
6.00pm Evensong
Monday 7.00pm: Holy Hour Silent Prayer with the Blessed Sacrament.
Wednesday 12.00pm Angelus and Mass followed by lunch
Saturday 9.30am Mass followed by coffee
Morning Prayer every day at 9.00am excepr Friday

For enquiries about Baptism, Marriage, Confession, Funerals &%. please contact the Parish Office.
The church is normally open every day from 8.45am until around dusk.




