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SONG OF CREATION

‘Praise and bless my Lord and give Him thanks’

After this long hot summer, we are more aware than ever of the need to care for
Creation and this is the theme for this term, not only for our Children’s Ministry but
for everyone at St Michael’s.

There is a new Church season called ‘Creationtide’. It begins with the World Day of
Prayer for Creation on 1st September, and ends on the feast day of St Francis of
Assisi on 4th October which this year is also our Harvest Festival. It includes the
new feast of Christ in Creation on 6th September. As we are in a drought, this
year’s Creationtide theme of ‘Living Water’ is particularly appropriate!

Another coincidence is this year is the 800th anniversary of the death of St Francis
(d.1226), patron saint of ecology. He is especially famous for his ‘Song of the
Creatures (or Song of Creation) in which he praises God through everything in the
world, calling them all his brother or sister. Over the page is the full text, and each
week in our children’s services we will reflect on what it means for us in spiritual
and practical ways.

There is a whole programme of Creation-themed activities taking place alongside all
the other events this term as we try to love all that God has made. | am grateful to
Helen Hewitt, our Creation Care Lead at St Michael’s for helping us with this. | hope
you will join us to give thanks to God for this wonderful world.

Father Stephen, Vicar




Canticle of the Creatures

Mos& High, all-powerful, allgood Lord,
all praise is Yours, all glory,
all honour and all blessings.

o you alone, Most High, do they belong, and no
mortal lips are worthy to pronounce Your Name.

q)ra[sed be You, my Lord, with all Your creatures,
especially Sir Brother Sun, Who is the day
through whom You give us light. And he is
beautiful and radiant with great splendour,

of You Most High, he bears the likeness.

'}?’alsed be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon
and the stars, in the heavens you have made
them bright, precious and fair.

q)l'aised be You, my Lord, through Brothers Wind
and Air, and fair and stormy, all weather’s moods,
by which You cherish all that You have made.

q:?'aiscd be You, my Lord, through Sister Water,
so useful, humble, precious and pure.

'Praiscd be You, my Lord, through Brother Fire,
through whom You light the night and he is
beautiful and playful and robust and strong.

'J:’raised be You, my Lord, through our Sister,
Mother Earth who sustains and governs us,
producing varied fruits with coloured flowers
and herbs.

‘Pralscd be You, my Lord, through those who grant
pardon for love of You and bear sickness and trial.
Blessed are those who endure in peace,
by You Most High, they will be crowned.

q:zaised be You, my Lord, through Sister Death,
from whom no-one living can escape.

Woe to those who die in mortal sin!

Blessed are they She finds doing Your Will,

no second death can do them harm.

g)ralse and bless my Lord and give Him thanks,
and serve Him with great humility.

St1. FRANCIS OF AsSISI

Santuario di San Damiano
ASSISI - ITALIA
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A special Children's Service for those returning to
school and nursery, and those starting for the first time.

Each child will receive a small gift to be blessed in the service.

Use a QR code to R - ERE Stay up to date
join one of our e B, ek with events and
WhatsApp groups : : services

FYOUNG CHILDREN & FOR KS3 CHILDREN &
FAMILIES TEENAGERS

BARNES 5
CHILDREN'S
CHC

Register or enquire: admin@stmichaelbarnes.org




FAMILY DATES FOR THE TERM

Autumn/Winter 2026

SEPTEMBER

6th September
13th September

20th September
27th September

OCTOBER
4th October
11th October
18th October
Saturday 24th
25th October
Saturday 31st

NOVEMBER

1st November
8th November

15th November
22nd November
29th November

DECEMBER

6th December
Thursday 10th

13th December
20th December
24th December
25th December

Creation Season and Michaelmas

11.30am Back to School Children’s Mass

11.30am Children’s Mass w. Fr Kieron from YMIC
followed by teenagers pizza lunch (school year 7+)
11.30am Children’s Mass

10.00am MICHAELMAS HIGH MASS

Children’s session in Centre to prepare for ‘Skirmish’

Harvest

10.00AM ALL AGE MASS HARVEST FESTIVAL
11.30am Children’s Mass

11.30am Children’s Mass

6.00pm Bonfire Party in Vicarage Garden
10.00am ALL AGE MASS

KS2 Halloween Sleepover in church

All Souls and All Saints

11.30am Children’s Mass of All Saints

11.30am Children’s Mass Remembrance Sunday
with Act of Remembrance

11.30am Children’s Mass

11.30am Children’s Mass

10.00am ALL AGE MASS for ADVENT SUNDAY

Advent to Christmas

11.30am Children’s Mass of St Nicholas
7.00pm - Carols in the Cloister and

Opening of Christmas Tree Festival (until 17th)
11.30am Children’s Mass of St Lucy

11.30am ‘Christmas Tree ‘Children’s Mass
4.00pm Family Nativity Service

10.00am All Age Mass of CHRISTMAS DAY
with Pantomime Sermon!



